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THE FIREMEN'S strike is
now in its 8th week. It has
had to overcome many ob-
stacles: the arguments
about "social responsibil-
ity”, the government order-
ed press blackout, the
TUC’s refusal to fight the
10% limit, the NUM lead-
ership’s sell-out to incent-
ive schemes, and the coun-
cil manual workers’ unions’
acceptance of 10%.

The government have
tried to make out th't
everything is under control.
But in November, fire dam-
age reached £42.7 million
as against a monthly aver-
age of £18.5 million for the
first ten months of the vear
according to a New Year’s
Eve statement from the
British Insurance Associat-
ion.

The firemen were work-
ing for the first thirteen
days of that month; and the
figures don’t allow for
“consequential loss” such
as lost production which
results from fires.

Meanwhile the army has
been stretched to the limit
to provide scabs. They have
even been forced to release
prisoners from the Military
Detention  Barracks at
Colchester, to fight fires.

The troops’ efficiency is
likely to be reduced still
more from January 4th,
when the Marines — who
all have some fire training
and who have been doing
much of the fire-fighting —
are replaced by ordinary
soldiers.

Although a few firemen
in country towns are drift-
ing back to work, the gen-
eral mood is still one of
grim determination to fight
to the finish. At last week’s
meeting of the FBU Execut-
ive, only one'member prop-
osed re-calling the delegate
conference which alone can
call off the strike. He was
the memb®r for the South
Eastern region,  which
covers Kent, Surrey and
Sussex — one of the few
areas to approve the emp-

loyers’ pre-Christmas offer.

But the rest of the EC
(which voted 12-3 to accept
10% in the first place) dic
not dare to go along with
this, for fear of it back-
firing on them.

Instead they are hoping
for some concession at the
joint meeting with the gov-

ernment and the employers

on Tuesday — although the
government has said that
the discussions must be on
the basis of accepting the
10%, and the employers’
chairman now says they
snould get no increase at
all.

The FBU Executive also

* The 17 who voted for the TUC to
support the firemen were: Parry
[FBU], Ken Gill [TASS], Ray Buck-
ton [ASLEF], Harry Pemberton and
Moss Evans [TGWU], George Guy
[Sheetmetal Workers], Alan Sapper

[ACTT], Clive Jenkins [ASTMS], .

Jobn Morton [Musicians’ Union],

' Alan Fisher [INUPE], Doug Grieves

[Tobacco workers], Fred Jarvis
[NUT], Reg Birch [AUEW], Joe
Gormley [NUM], Frank Chapple
[EEPTU], Bill Keys [SOGA T], and
Ken Thomas [CPSA]. {

The offices of REPUBLICAN
NEWS, an Irish Republican
weekly published in Belfast,
were raided in the early
morning of Thursday 15th
December by a 400-strong
force of the RUC. On the
same day the homes of 36
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decided to call for a re-call
TUC conference to discuss
campaigning against the
10% limit. Good: but the
TUC General Council is un-
likely to agree to it and in
any case it won’t decide
until it meets at the end of
this month.

Action can and must be
demanded now — especial-
ly from the 17 General
Council members  whao

“voted to support the fire-

men.*
Clearly some of them rec-

ognised which way the vote .

was going to go, and decid-
ed to make a cheap show of
militancy. They can’t be
relied on.

But tnere is nothing to
stop the 17 from organising
a trade union conference
right now for concerted nat-
ional action to support the
firemen.

Days of Action were he!d
in most major cities before
Christmas. But in most
cases there was little

contd. on back page

people involved in producing
and distributing Republican
News were raided. Fifteen
people were arrested.

That week’s edition of the
paper was seized and so was
a 16-page Christmas Special
Issue which had been prep-
ared. Files, literature, type-
writers and duplicators were
also seized and taken away
by the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary.

The same afternoon a sec-
ond surprise raid was made
on the RN offices by plain-
clothes RUC backed by the
British Army, disrupting the
attempt to reorganise the
editorial office.

Despite this, a special
single sheet issue of Repub-
lican News was quickly prod-
uced, telling of the attempt
to suppress the paper. 15
copies were distributed. RN
declared firmly: “We will
continue”’. ’

A normal issue of the
paper was published on Dec-
ember 24th.

The attack on the paper
may in fact be the beginning
of a drive to snuff out the
activities of Sinn Fein, the
legal litical organisation
which has the same political
goals as the Provisional IRA.

In recent months the Brit-
ish military authorities have,
as RN reports on December
24th, ‘‘attempted to close
down the social clubs, they
have attempted to put the
Peoples Taxis off the Falls
Road, they have harassed
and arrested members of the
Peoples Fire Service, dis-
rupted the distribution of the
Peoples Postal Service in
Belfast and Derry and have
heavily fined and jailed polit-
ical demonstrators. They
have now attemgted to drive
the Republican News under-
ground.”

Roy Mason, who is in
charge of British military
rule in the 6 Counties of
Northern Ireland, has time
and again demanded that
there should be a tight cont-
rol of information concerning
the war zone in Ireland and
especially on the activities of
the British Army and the
RUC there.

Last year he upbraided the
BBC’s top officials for being
"%ro-terrorist" because the
BBC coverage of the North of
Ireland was not entirely
made up of British Army
propaganda. [See WAS84 for
some instances of British
TV censorship.] In fact the
last year has seen a notable
drying up of British press
reports about Army anti-
Catholic activity in Northern
Ireland.

contd. on page 3
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ISRAEL’s response to Sad-
at’s so-called ‘‘peace init-
iative’’ has been exactly as

expected: whatever concess-

jons’ they are prepared to
make in the Sinai peninsula,

~ the Zionists are not prepared

to concede to the Palestin-
ians even the mock  self-
determination of a West
Bank and Gaza Strip state.

What Israel proposed in-
stead was a
trusteeship over those areas,
to be exercised by the Is-
raeli government, the Jord-
anian government, and re-
presentatives of the popul-
ation of those areas. Not
even Hussein of Jordan has
dared lend support to this
clear denial of , Palestinian
national rights. -

What has angered Sadat
most, however, is that Pres-
ident Carter has backed the
Israeli proposals... after last
year seeming to indicate he
would be ready to force Is-
rael to recognise the Palest-
inians. Carter’s actions will

appear to Sadat as a stab in -

the back, though in reality
they were the logical contin-
uation of US policy.

CARTER

tri-partite

ISRAEL’S
BANTUSTAN

As Sadat knows, one of the
biggest obstacles to the real-

jsation of the US plan — a

sort of half-way house be-
tween the present Egyptian

-anddsraeli positions— is the

continued intransigence of
the West bank Palestin-
jans. Despite consider-
able efforts to sway leading
West Bank Arabs to support
his policy, Sadat had to
admit shortly before the
Christmas ‘summit’ in Cairo
that the overwhelming
majority of mayors and other
Palestinian notables — even
those officially outside the
PLO — as well as the popul-
ation in general is against
the so-called ‘peace init-
iative’.

Cairo press and radio
therefore concentrate now on
vilifying the PLO leader-
ship and accusing them of
having committed crimes
against the = Palestinian
people. Unfortunately, the
accusation is just, in a way:
the PLO have committed
crimes against the Palestin-
ian people... in putting trust
in the bourgeois Arab leader-
ships of Egypt, Syria,
Jordan and others.

International b

Notes

ON 27th December, the eight
French technicians who-had been
held by Polisario flew in to Paris,
and six of them held a press con-
ference. They had been released
unconditionally by Polisario, a
%’lllerllla force fighting against
Mauritania and Morocco for the
independence of the formerly
Spanish territory of the Western
Sahara.

The press conference, confirm-
ing statements made by the tech-
nicians before they left Africa,
was a slap’ in the face for the
French  government. - They
condemned the French bombing
expeditions in December against
Polisario, and said that bombing

< had in no way helped their liber-

Polisario’s
/= hostages expose

French plans

ation. (Indeed, the expeditions
took place after the Polisario had
announced its intention to release
the French prisoners. .
They admitted that they had
been involved in Mauritanian
military preparations against Poli-
sario. They were working for the
Mauritanian national mining corp-
oration at Zouerate, and a former
manager at Zouerate (between
1971 and 1977) confirmed, in a
letter to the Paris daily Le Monde
on 24th December, that the re-
sources of this mining corporat-
jon were indeed used by the

Mauritanian army. Further evid-
ence was provided by letters pub-
lished in another Paris daily,
Le Matin.

The former prisoners refused to
condemn their treatment by the
Polisario guerillas, and one of
them, Jean-Yves Dumaine, said
that *‘They are men who are fight-
ing for a just cause...”’ -

All this evidence fits together
to prove that France's intervent-
ion in the Western Sahara is mot-
ivated solely by a wish to main-
tain neo-colonial control over this
probably oil-rich region.

Russia’s

worker

opposition
emerges

VLADIMIR Klebanov worked as
a coal miner in the USSR for 16
ysars. He objected to the fact that
{ong hours of overtime were being
worked in order to meet plan
targets. Frequently men were
working 12 hours a day instead of
t!:‘?ﬂ/m ner’s- standard  six-hour-
shift. -

This meant a high death and

“injury rate. After Klsbanov be-

came a-shift foreman in 1968, he
refused to require overtime from
his men or to send them into the
mine when safety equipment was
missing or broken. S

He was ¢harged with slandering
the State and committed to a
mental hospital.
~ Viadimir Klebanov is now the
principal leader of a groug of
mworker-dissidents” in the USSR

who have racently published an.

Open Letter reported in the
‘Financial Times’ on 8th Dec-
ember. :

Perhaps out of prudence, the
workers’ group says it has no
“philosophical” objections to the
system in the USSR, but merely
wishes to defend rights which the

Workers’ Actlon is able to in-
form our readers, exclusively,
that the installation of Jack
Jones as a Companion of
Honour is only a diversion to
fool the House of Lords and
the Sunday Telegraph.

Prime Minister James Cal-
laghan has sent WA a Xmas
souverir copy of the Govern-

ment’ - secret plan to bring the:

British Constitution up to
date.

After the next election the
House of Lords witl be abolish-
ed. It will be replaced as upper
chamber by an enlarged
General Council of the TUC.

The CBI, the TUC and the
Labour Govarnment have est-
ablished a secret joint com-
mission to oversee this oper-
ation to reward the Barons of
the TUC for being a reliable
safety net for the.capitalist
system for so many years.

Details have stiil to be final-
jsed but it appears that the
plan is for every Secretary of
an accredited trade union to
have automatic membership.

page2.
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Outstanding capitatists will be

eligible for cooption to the new

bo%on the approval of the

Mondrch and the Prime Min-
ister of the day. George Ward
is at the top af the present list
of nominees, sponsored by
Len Murray, Roy Grantham
and Tom Jackson.

Jack . Jancc o geet s

comment on being made Com-

panion of Honour, and his re-

iteration without abashment
that he is still opposed to the
House of Lords was neither
cynicism nor muddleheaded-
ness. it reflects his knowledge
of thegGovernment’s plans.

In fact, it was none other
than Jack Jones who negotiat-
ed the new deal for the trade

S

USSR’s Constitution is supposed
to grant. The members of the
group met_each other in the re-
ception halls of the central author-
ities of the USSR while trying. to
pursue individual complaints.
Typical of their experiences is

‘that of Nadezhda Kurakin. The
" managers at the Volgograd rest-

aurant where she worked for
25 years were docking pay from

her and other waitresses for- fict--

itious broken crockery, and then
ordering new crockery for them-
selves.

in 1975 she raised the issue’ at
a Communist Party meeting and
was fired for shirking. She has
been unabie to get a job since.

Anatoli Poznyakov, a locksmith,
was also sacked. His crime was to
ask for a pay increase and then to
appeal against the refusal. Vai-
sntin Poplavsky, a manager at a
factory outside Moscow, was sack-
ed for refusing to reprimand a
woman employes who protested
against the use of facto funds
for drinking parties. When he
complained about the sacking, he

JST—

was bsaten up and jailed for 15
;!ahys, and his wife also lost her
ob. -
All these stories are proof that
the USSR is not socialist — that
it is dominated by an arrogant
and corrupt bureaucracy, against
which the workers do not even
have the elementary defence of
snuine trade union organisat-
on. The official trade unions are
nothing but a department of the
Soviet bureaucracy. And it is only
overthrowing that bureaucracy
that the Russian workers will be
able. to win genuine trade union
rights for themselves.

ANOTHER BLOW " has - been -

struck . against ~the Charter 77
movement for civil rights in
Czechoslavakia; with the sacking
of Petr Uhi. Uhl was sent a letter
by the management and unions in
the factory where he works, dis-
missing him from his job as from
31st January. :

““The reasons for this dismiss-
al', says the letter, ‘'are as
follows: you do not meet the polit-
ical-moral requirements which the
Potrubi works, in view of the.im-
portance of its tasks, hasa right to
expect from the workers which it
employs as technicians. As a sign-
atory of the so-called ‘Charter 77
declaration’, you have identified
yourself with this slanderous
pamphlet...”’

Uhl has already been jailed
for four years (1971-75) on charg-
es of organising a ‘‘Trotskyist
group”’. -Uniike most supporters
of Charter 77, he considers him-
self a revolutionary Marxist.

union - bureaucracy with the
Government and the CBI.

True to his principles he
angrily rejected an offer by
Healey and Cailaghan to en-
noble the entire trade union
leadership as part of the deal
for Stage 4 wage curbs. Point-
ing to his flat cap he invited
Callaghan and Healey to have
a prooar rasoect for the work-
ing class origins and traditions
of men like himself. So Cal-
faghan had to think of some-
thing new.

The PM in turn rejected a
proposal that there should.be a
compulsory uniform in -the
new Chamber: cloth cap,
ermine muffler, gaiters .and
galoshes. This will now be
optional.

EXCLUSIVE!

David Basnett of the
GMWU proposed that the new
Chamber should be on the
hereditary  principle. But
Michael Foot strongly defend-
ed the trade union principle of
simple seniority, pointing out
that trade union leaders were
not, thank - God, hereditary
chieftains. The commission
felt it would ba nremature to
propose that the TUC should

make leading trade union pos-

itions the property of the fam-
ilies of their incumbents.

A proposal from Mr. Frank
Chapple to bring back the
death -penalty for "unofficial
strikers was left to 'lie on the
table’

Jack Jones used the talks to
obtain permission for Moss

Evans to organise the mem-
bers of the Royal Famlly, lest
anyone mistook the TUC for
republicans now they were
ousting. the Lords. Misunder-
standing this side ‘of things,
H.M. apparently rang up
APEX, but was informed that
despite reports to the contrary
it was still a trade union...
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‘But whereas Mason can,
so far, only complain and try
through pressure to force
voluntary self-censorship on
the media in Britain, in the
Six Counties he can use mil-

e j::;ymdpoﬂw harassment,

;o

maybe, too, trials before

' ho-j

courts, to impose a
news blackout within the Six
Counties.

Republican News is a hard

hitting newspaper whose
viewpoint is usually that of
the populist left in the Irish
Republican movement —

udes of the

those who see the dtmgglé
for national liberation as a

struggle for social revolution

_inlreland. . ; -

"It alse expresses the attit-
hard-pressed
Catholics of Belfast
been in the front line of the

" struggle against the British
Army and the Orange mur-

der gangs for the last seven
years. :

Its reports expose British
activities in the Six Counties.
‘For example, the confiscated
‘edition contained a detailed
report of the assassination
earlier that week of 18-year-
old IRSP member Colm
McNutt in Derry. [See this

page].
The Special Emergency

Issue of Republican News -

listed its work which had hit

have .

at the British rule in North. -
‘ern Ireland: #‘In thedast year -~

we have been biting into the

. British propaganda assault
“-onthe war of liberation. We

have: highlighted RUC tort-
ure, named the RUC crimin-
-als whe brutalise le, and
who would bru more if

- they ‘thought they had the

cloak of anonymity and a
dopey respect from us for a
pro-Britis sub-judice
process.

“We have e the
UDR [the Bﬂﬁshmda -

jary regiment in the Six:

Counties] as a corrupt reg-
iment of Loyalist fascists and
murderers.

“It was research first

undertaken by Republican

News whi: h established that
80% of people convicted

-victed on the sole evidence of
Cc

- signed-statements extracted .
“'in the RUC torture.-centres

throughout the 6 Counties.
This was later taken up by
other bodies.”

If Republican News is put
out of business it will not
only be a blow to the Repub-
licans but will also hit the
labour movement in Britain,
which is already starved of
information about what "iIs
being done by the Labour
Government in Ireland. =

Labour movement bedies
should protest against the
attack on Republican News
and demand' that Labour
MPs, the NEC of the Labour-
Party and the National Com-
mittee of the LPYS should
condemn the attack.

ot

RIGHTS LETS WA el
S|
mavomyor- “THE PRESS

—

(U \.\‘\M\Ll‘\\ M A
S g /

I )

N

\+ R 0
uh"q < & |
Y

SAS terror
in Derry

A REPORT FROM THE SUPPRESSED "REPUBLICAN NEWS"

This report was orig-
inally scheduled for
the 17th December
issue of Republican
News, which the RUC
confiscated. It event-
. ually appeared the
following week, in the
issue produced just
one week after the
RN offices were ran-
sacked by the RUC
and British Army.

WORKERS downed tools and
walked off their jobs in factor-
ies all over Derry last Tuesday
[13th December] in disgust
and protest at the murder of
young Colm McNutt the day
before. ,
Eighteen-year old McNutt,
of Balbane Pass, Creggan,
was walking across.a car park

~at the bottom of: William
xwi

Stre th a friend:at 2.45pm
on Monday when the occupant

~“‘of a-red - Hillman. ' Hunter,

registration number CJl
6826, produced a large hand
gun and fired a number of
shots at him, hitting Colm

three times in the stomach. -

... {The car made off and] was
last seen entering the RUC
barracks at Rosemount.

Coim McNutt died shortly

after arrival at Aitnagelivin
hospital. His companion at
the time of the murder, Patrick
Phelan, who accompanied
Colm to the hospital in a vain
effort to save his life, was
followed to the hospital by the
RUC. As soon as he was ‘loc-
ated the Special Branch arrest-
ed him.

Young Phelan, taken whilst
still in shock at the sudden
and brutal murder of his
friend, was then interrogated

“and eventually charged with

possession of a gun. Three
hours after the shooting the
RUC claimed it was found at
the scene.

March

Eye-witnesses to this shock-
ing murder have sworn that no

‘gun could have been ‘found’,

tor the car park is quite open
ground and .many people
rushed to the youth’s side
after the shooting... The RUC
manufactured this statement
about the gun in an attempt to
cover up the activities of their

. criminatcotleagues.in the Brit-

ish  -Military Intelligence
and confuse the public...

The record of the Brits and
the RUC with regard to

young- McNutt,  a- member of -
“the - {{rish}

Rlepublican]
S{ocialist] Pfarty},  is unsav-
oury to say the least; incrimin-
ating put it mildly. Many

times in the past few mohths
Colm had been arrested and
threatened like many another
young Derry man. The week
previous plain-clothes memb-
ers of the crown forces told
him, ‘*You will not see Christ-
mas’’. Colm, in reporting
this to his friends, took it to
mean that he would be arrest-
ed yet again, but this time im-
prisoned on a ‘‘holding’’
charge. He did not realise
they meant to murder him.

The most serious incident
occurred when he was arrest-
ed in Creggan one night and
taken out to a lonely by-road
by a gang of Brits, where he
was beaten and intimidated.
This “‘interview"’
with a gun being forced into
his mouth and the trigger
pulled. In a statement issued
by the Derry IRSP they noted,
‘“There is a touch of black
farce to the statement issued
by the RUC, that they are
conducting a full investigation
into Colm’s murder. We
remember on™too well the
wall of silence that surround-

ed the murder of Sammy
Devenney by the same RUC.

Under no circumstances will
the IRSP participate in any
RUC inquiry, and we would
call on the public. to do’ like-
wise’’. ) .
They called on the people of
Derry to show their revulsion
at this brutal

S ring “their . last
-Colm McNutt.,

culminated _

murder by

_attending the funeral and pay-

‘respects - to

A massive demonstration of
Derry workers took place on
Tuesday to show their revuls-
ion and outrage at the murder

. of -colm. Workers from the..

STC in Springtown, LEC Re-

~frigeration, -the Derry -Shoe

Factory, ROCOLA ' and the
ESSEX walked off their jobs
to protest on the streets of
their own town. Coming up to
Christmas in a town of such
massive unemployment, this
meant that .these workers

not only lost their pay but aiso -,

risked their jobs to condemn
the murder of young Colm
McNutt. Phones in the: Re-
publican information centre in
Cable Street rang all morning
as workers from factories
from arcund the city sought
advice on how to express their
disgust and condemnation at
this cowardly deed.

Cover

The first protest took place
at noon time as workers from
the Springtown shoe factory
marched from Pennyburn to
the Strand Road RUC barracks
to hand in a petition demand-
ing that those responsible —
now sheltered behind the high
stone wall of the barracks —
be brought to justice.

The main protest formed up
at 2pm at the scene of the ass-
assination in_William_-Street...
A chant rose from the workers
gathered there: ‘‘Murderers
Out’’. The RUC'’s response to
this was to send Special
Branch  photographers to
photograph  the crowd from
inside the safety of their
barracks.

After a one-minute silence
in respect to Coim, the pro-
testers, led by women carry-
ing black flags, marched down
the length of Strand Road to
Derry’s Guild Hall Square.
There sited is-the city council's
Christmas tree...

With one thought those
carrying the. placards decor-
ated the Christmas tree with
reality, hanging their placards
on its branches: ‘‘SAS Santa
Claus gives Derry one dead
body. Whose Next?"’

... As'soun as the protesters

- ever took place.

left the square to return to the -
Bogside, the Brits—and. -the .

RUC jumped from their land-
rovers, -raced over -to the
Christmas tree, and tore down
the placards, throwing them
into the jeep in. an effort to

" blot out from the notice .of

passers-by that the protest

- Murder

In returning to the -Bogside
through the check-point, the
crowd smashed open the large
security gates. A statement.
was handed out by Sinn
Fein, stating: ‘‘Young peopie
are against thé victims not
of mere harassment this time
but of an assassination at
the hands of the Crown
forces... In the five weeks
since SAS man Creasy took
over as Gfeneral] Offficer]
Clommanding]},- numerous
threats of assassination both
by the RUC and British
troops have been made to
Derry’s men and women.

‘‘We warn people here to
be on their guard against Brit-
ish and RUC assassins in un-
marked cars. We condemn the
cold-blooded murder of Colm
McNutt. But we draw the
people’s attention to the fact
that murder, door step and car
park assassinations, torture
and other brutal and de-
grading treatment are not
simply isolated incidents, but .
are the very method and
means of British control here
inour land’.

ID cards for
Belfast?

New idennty cards being issued in

. Northern Ireland may be the thin

end of the wedge for an overall
Dass system. British Army chiefs
have long been pressing for such a

. System.

The identity cards are being put
out for pensiomers and school stud-
ents aged 14 to 16. Although the
cards are supposed to be simply
half-fare passes for buses and rail-
ways, they will include a photo-
graph of the bearer together with

name and address. Already North- . -

ern Ireland driving licesces carry a =~
photograph of the bearer. ’
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THE LIGHT at the end of the
tunnel, the reward for all our
sacrifices, is here at last.
“~n is the message of the
vews Bulletins; such is what
we hear in interviews with a
beaming and satisfied Denis
Healey.

Just what does it all add
up to for workers. who are
told: turn-your backs on the
striking firemen, accept your
10% pay rise with a good
grace, just come along quiet-
ly and riches will come your
way next year.

According to the inter-
national
OECD and other forecasters,
Britain will see significant
economic growth in 1978 for
the first year since 1973. Yet
unemployment will continue
at around 1% million, and
the government is already
preparing Phase 4 wage
controls to follow Phase 3.

The OECD predicts 3.2%
growth for 1978, with 9.5%
inflation (while the London
Business School forecasters
say 2.3% growth and 11%
inflation). This means that at
last, after two years’ lag,
Bntam is being drawn into
the world recovery from the
1973-74 recession.

Pidk-up

The pick-up after the rec-
ession began in late 1975 in

. the USA, West Germany and

Japan. But it was, and has
continued, very slow. In
1978 about 4% growth is
expected for the USA, and
about 3.5% for Western
Europe. Unemployment in
the imperialist countries was
16.3 million at the end of
1977, down only marginally
from the figure of 17.5
million at the depth of the
recession.

In 1975 and 1976 the pick-
up hardly affected Britain.
Within an economically sick
capitalist world, Britain is
especially sick. Tts share of
world trade declined from
12% in 1950 to 4.7% in 1974.
Profits ~have fallen more
sharply ‘in  Britain than
elsewhere, and more and
more of British capital is
mvested overseas.

However, the relative up-
turn on a world scale, eoupl-
ed with the boost from Nerth,

Sea Oil and the rise in profits .

resu’ing from real wages
bein._ pushed down hard in

the last three years, has fin-'

ally yielded a slight increase

“in the pulse-rate-of - British

~

capitalism.. -The financial
situation has improved, with

v afavoum-blﬁ ‘balance of pay-

ments, reserves up 1o
$20,390 million; “and the
pound improving against the
dollar from £1=8$1.702 to
21=$1.917.

Although domestic dem-
2nd has increased very little,

<ports have risen. Trading

:ofits were about 30% up

1975. The ’Minimum
'ding _Rate’ has gone
m from the sky-high

z-te.of 15%;in late 1976.to .

economic agency -

AFTER THE

BIG STICK,
THE VERY

SMAILL
C(ARROY

5% in mid-October 1977 and
7% now, which means that it
is easier for industrial capit-
alists to borrow money for
expansion. Total investment
in manufacturing increased
by $%-7% from 1976 to 1977
and a bigger increase is ex-
pected for 1978 by the fore-
casters.

The clearest indication
that the bourgeoisie feels
more confident is that share
prices have risen sharply,
the Financial Times Index
being 37% up on the year.

All these factors lay the
basis for some growth in
production next year, and
probably also some rise in
real wages — though not
enough to make good the
decline since 1974-5. In-
flation in Britain will probab-
ly stabilise because world
prices are levelling out.

Nothing like a boom: is in
sight, though. Despite the
probability of a rise in ind-
ustrial investment, the capit-
alists in the machine tools
and engineering industries

are cautious. Asked by the
Financial Times for their

 views on prospects for 1978,

Chairman of Tube Invest-
ments B.S.Kellett said that
‘“‘Demand for capital equip-

" ment for expansion projects

seems likely to continue at a
low level while there is still
so much under-utilised prod-
uction capacity’’; and
W.R.Vaughan, president of
the Machine Tools Trades

. Association, said_that. ‘‘As

we approach 1978 ... much of

_the industry (is) working at

less than 75% capacity... the
future is going to be increas-
ingly tough.”’
Investment fell drama-
tically from 1974 to 1976, and
~will scarcely reach 1974
levels again even if the most
optimjstic forecasts for 1978
are proved correct.
Unemployment is unlikely
to fall significantly even if
production- increases, be-
cause there is a lot of slack

-»eapacity to.be taken up, be-

‘cause any new investment is

likely to be in techmology
which reduces manpower re-
quirements, and because the
employers will be going for
increased productivity. i

The capitalists have rec-
eived their rewards for our
"sacrifices”, in the increased
profits and the rising share
prices. The Observer (Ist
Jan.) smugly commented ‘It
would have been possible
last year to have turned an

PRO

investment of £1,000 into
£1,969’'. No 10% or S% limit
there!

But for the working class,
even the prospect of a limit-
ed restoration of real wages
runs up against Denis
Healey’s promise to the City
that Phase 4 wage curbs will
follow the 10% and 12-month
rules..

The recession would, of
course, have worked itself
out in one way or another
without the Government’s
wage controls. The effect of
those wage controls was not
to end the recession (if any-
thing, by reducing domestic
demand, they prolonged it)
but to put the capitalists in a
better position to make big
profits during the upturn.
With equal inevitability, an-
other recession will follow
the upturn—and a new world
recession, which is unlikely
to be postponed beyond 1979,
may well cut short the British
upturn before it has run its
course. '

The bosses’ propagandists
are holding out a carrot. But
uless workers can break
through the harness, it’ll be
another hungry year.

* Macfarlane’s

~ membership

HUGO Dewar’s- short book ]
describes the twenty*years of
the €ommunist Party between
its founding and its response
to the German attack on -the
Soviet Union on 21st June
1841.

It gwes a readabie history,
more wide-ranging than L.J.
much® better
book ("The British CP... until
1929”) or- Woodhouse and
Pearce’s collection ("Essays
on the History of Communism
in Britain”), and is relatively
cheap and easy to obtain. [ts
main purpose is to show how
the line of the CP after the
mid-'20s -was a reflection of
the needs of the bureaucratic
caste " which had usurped
power in the Soviet Union and
‘'had subordinated all the
communist parties to them-
selves, used them in the in-
terests of their own power
struggle in Russia, in the in-
terests of Socialism in Ong
Country, masquerading under
the guise of internationalism’’

The .Party, founded under
the impetus of the Russian
Revolutlon was a fusion of
many small revolutionary
groups with sections from the’
Independent Labour Party and
other left-reformist trends. Its
composition was overwhelm-
ingly proletarian; the training
of its small but enthusiastic.
almost solely
in general socialist propag-
anda combined with militant
trade unionism. The British
CP cadres did not have the -
theoretical education in the
struggles of and within the
Second International possess-
ed by the cadres of. the
German, Polish, or Bulgarian
CPs. But it was willing to learn
and get on. with the job .of
fighting the ruling class.

This ensured that it was

_the party of the most dedicat-

ed class fighters in Britain —
and that their instinct was to
take their “politicalline from
those who ‘knew best’.
Unfortunately the Comm-'

tern under Stalin — and
sometimes even before
Stalin’s domination — often

di‘d_not,know best..

EMS OF
DEVELOPMENT
IN ONE

IN THE TALKS over the fut-
ure of Rhodesia, President
Julius Nyerere of Tanzania has
stood out as the most militant

- supporter ot the rights of the

black majority. Tanzania has
also appeared to be the most
consistent model of "African

sociatism” south of the
Saharg dike many otherstates -
It claints to steer a middie road

" pbetween .capitalism and com-

munism.

What is:the reality behind
these claims?

Tanganyika was seized as a
colony by Germany in the late
19th tentury. .—vnot -so- much
for immediate . .economic
reasons as for political and
strategic ones. Its economy
then rested aimost entirely,
and still rests largely, on sub-
sistence agriculture by land-
owning peasants.

Britain grabbed Tanganyika

.. from Germany as part of her

booty of victory in the First

World War. Independence
was granted in 1961: Nyerere

‘and his party, TANU, have

ruled the country ever since.
The name of the state was
changed to Tanzania = after
fusion with the  island -of
Zanzibar, and TANU changed

its name:t0"CCM in February .
this year after fusing with "5;, o

Zanzibar counterpart. :
The Arusha Declaration of
February 1967 laid down
Nyerere's principles of "soc-
ialism” and "Self Reliance”.
"Socialism” was never clearly

.. defined, and tends to,change

as . circumstances change.
"Seif ~Reliance” was..  an
attempt to establish national
state capitalist development
without too close neo-colonial
ties with any one cruntry.

Five Year Plans were put
forward to guide economic
progress. But eleven years

later Tanzania is no more self "
reliant than it was, and no:
nearer to socialism.

The only political party is
CCM, largely based on the
asplring middle class. All dec-
isions are made by the Party ;

;and - passe$: down to -the:
‘masses fort: implementation,
. Although - logal ‘and 'regional .

committees-exist, they haveng :
real influence except in docal
matters.

Membership of CCM has:
recently been made open to -
all, but there is a ngorous:
entry procedure requiring -a .
candidate to be recommended
by three CCM members.

Though Nyerere claims he ig:
steering a saparate coursa :
from "Communism” — mean-
ing Stalinism — this party- .
state is borrowed straight from .
the Stalinist model.

Bureaucracy and inefficien-
cy are mdespr‘dﬁd ‘and ch;nig
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activity frorh the party as such
to the auxiliary ‘left wing’ in-
side the Labour Party’’.

He concludes that ‘‘The key
to the problem of how to shake
-the workers’ faith in- reform-
ismthus lay ‘primarily in the
industrial  struggle, among
rank and file trade unionists’’.

This conclusion echoes thef
way many CP militants felt
in the early days of the Party.
It took a long fight by Lenin
and the Comintern to per-
suade them that they should,
and could, combine activity
alongside rank: and-file work-
ers-in° the Labour Party with
a firm revolutionary opposition
to reformist politics. In

e

correcting their views, they
often said confused things
(which help Dewar ‘prove’ his
case). Yet that strategic re-
orientation towards the Labour
Party, away from the sectar-
ian traditions of previous Brit-
ish Marxism, was. the most
vital lesson of the early years
of the CP. .
Dewar's account is backed

" up by a false analysis of the

Labour Party. ‘“The true situ-
ation was that the Labour

- Party had been established to
-.-represent the _interests..of the .

workers organised in trade
unions, interests that the Lib-
erals, hitherto trusted by the

es of corruption are -often

pansion. This could not be

was ensured from the start by
the conservative, reformist
trade unions — which were
just as much infected by car-
eerism as the Party!

Despite Dewar’s syndicalist
bias, his book tells us little
about the CP’s industrial work
in the 'period when it was a
communist party. The Minor-
ity Movement — the great
militant opposition movement
in the trade unions -in the

1920s, led mainly by the CP — -

gets as little coverage as the
National Left Wing Move-

" north, Ujamaa has failed .be-

struggle in a revolutionary dir-
ertion, and not just ‘‘limited
economic demands’’; and the
Minority Movement’s pro-
gramme included many non-
‘‘economic’’  demands. it
openly declared for socialism,
agajnst British colonialism
and imperialism, against. the
Dawes Plan.
Dewar, however, concentr-
ates on the opportunist errors
.of the CP and the Minority
Movement in the period round
the 1926 General Strike.
Despite numerous warnings

to ‘watch the leaders’, the
drift of CP policy in the period
before, during and even after
the General Strike was fate-

the battle between the Stalin
faction and the  Trotsky-
Zinoviev Joint Opposition,
over trade union policy in
Britain among other issues,
was being fought out — with

tragically scarcely any echg in-

the theoretically-backward
British CP. :

- To quote Dewar, ‘‘The Fif-
teenth Congress of the CPSU
[December 1927] gave the
death-blow politically to the
Opposition- inside the party,
expelling members of
Joint Opposition and allowing
them to be re-admitted only

Contd. on page 6

Tanzania’s Pmsidé‘n‘t Julius Nyerere

compuisory — but many reg-

from the imperialist ‘World

made against officials. achieved by the scattered, cause this wealthy region - - ions doubt that they’ll be able Bank, and thus subject to the
The trade unions are -state subsistence-farming - peasant- successfully  resisted, and to cope with the thousands of goodwill of a number of capit-
controlled, and it is practically ry as they existed at independ- private farming continues extra chiidren. Books, equip- alist countries and institut-

illegal to take strike action.
The small working class of
. Tanzania is' nevertheiess not
- entirely subdue®; and strikes

do-take.place: the workers at

. Kiltex textile fagfory in Dar es
Salaam have recently come out
on strike against a new wages
agreement; despite condem-
nation from Party and Govern-
ment officials. .

33

ence. Sg0 in 1962 Nyerere
announced the Ujamaa Village
Settlement Scheme. The aim
was to bring the peasants into
permanent fixed communities
based/ on ' cooperation and
community help, each village
being allocated a certain
amount of land to be warked
communally, with small indiv-
iduatl plots as'well.

Since then, 85% of the pop-
ulation‘has moved. into. regist-

-jered. villages. But this was
~loften-. ~

achieved’ through

‘shortages,

there as before.

The facilities in the Ujamaa
villages undoubtedly make for
higher productivity, but ‘many

problems still exist. The peas-
r, many .

ants are still very p
continue to live in mud huts,
and disease Is still rampant. A
recent outbreak of cholera
testifies to continuing social
problems.

Some areas suffer from food .
and “bureaucratic’
“inefficiency means a lack of co-

ordinafion in selling and trans-

ment and teachers are all in
short supply.

Only a small proportion of
children get secondary schooi-
ing, despite the existence of

~private and mission secondary

schools. : )

Hence there is a great short-
age of trained technicians, and
expatriates educated abroad

. command higher salaries and

better conditions. The one

;university, in Dar es Salaam,
- takes only 2000 students, and
_is an elite institution for the

ions. :

The Tanzanian ruling class
wants to be able to develop its
economy free from domination

by the big powers. For a smail

country with meagre resaurces
in the midst of today’s highly
intermeshed worid ecpnomy,
even the most modest begin-
nings along that road are,
however, impossible.

That is why even Nyerere’s
"self reliance” doctrine is ult-
imately a sham; and why on
the Rhodesia question he wiil

/‘coereidn, as peasants do not porting produce between  rising black middle class. never come-out decisively, in.a .
The emphasis on "self ;=for reasong*they don't fully regions. e ‘In order to avoid over dep- principled - way, "against any
reliance” and the drive to understand — readily leave The 'enlightening mission’ . endence on one country, Tan- limitation by - British and

“build an industrial and com-

.mercial sector mean there is a

. need for more efficient food

production, providing the

N mrp}lus,neces‘aary for such ex-
11l .
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land they’ve farmed for gen-
erations.

Several hundred people
were shot for resisting the
‘scheme. "In ‘Arushad in" the

of the German and Briti _h col-
onists left the population of
Tanzania not only poor but
iliterate. Only this year has
primary education been made

zania has sought for aid from a -

variety of sources, ranging
from China to West Germany
and Scandinavia. it is heavily
dependent, though, on finance

American imperialism of the
self determination of the black
majority.

ROS MAKIN I i
Lushoto, Dec. 14th

the -

Lot

*,
After describing the CP’s . ) .

origins, Dewar gives a good -

briet. account in his second

chapter of the process by -

which the CP transformed It- . . .

self lrom| a socialist prt:‘p?g- The first Central Committee of the Communist Party

anda society into a fighting o

party. The third chapter, on workers, had demonstrably ment, . the communist-in- fully soft on the ‘left’ trade

the CP and the Labour Party, betrayed. With the growth fluenced opposition in the Lab- union leaders; it expected

Is not so good. . 1 of the Labour Party it had our Party. ) them to be a secure bulwark

. Dewar tries to prove by a become infiltrated by all kinds The brief mention of the to stop imperialist aggression

series of quotations that the RE\/HEW of careerists, its original basic Minority Movement contains against the Soviet Union, and

.CP was confused about the working-class character dilut- a first-rate blunder: Dewar even to short-cut the arduous

Labour Party. Although he , ed but by no means destroyed. describes the movement as process of building a revolut-

cites approvingly Lenin’s PAUL ADAMS REVIEWS It became precisely the aim of based ‘‘on the appeal of limit- ionary party In Britain by lead-

advice to the CP to seek affil- "COMMUNIST POLITICS IN the reformist bureaucracy to ed economic ( Eransut_lgnal 2 ing the trade unions to seize °

iation to the Labour Party, he BRITAIN". BY HUGO DEWAR destroy this working-class demands’’. The ‘transitional’- power. . y
- argues that CP efforts to ‘pen- PLUTO PRESS. £1.80 character...” demands of the early QPs were The General Strike was sold

etrate’' the Labour Party were [ » £1.80]. In reality the reformist demands like workers’ control, out by the ‘left’ trade union

false because they ‘‘diverted character of the Labour Party aimed at developing the class leaders. Meanwhile in Russia/”
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- in the ‘Third Period’,
. revolutionary

~ Union does in its

YL AANYONE who gave up 7 hours
of the holiday to watch the first
showing here [by BBC2] of the
“full, uncut Russian War and -
Peace, hoping-te ‘sg9 Tolstoy’s

full uncut War & Peace, will

have been bitterly disitiusioned
— oven - if the battle scenes

WERE magnificent..

~Apart from bad acting. and'

castlng (Natasha never grows
up, Pierre, played by the film’s

director Sergei Bondarchuk, isa

lump of wood that can only look
sad or surprised), the remark-

able thing about this film was '

*that, along with half the: plot it

cuts out évery vestige of social
comment and observation-from
Tolstoy's great epic novel.

Not a hint is left in of the
Rostov family’s gentle financial
slide and increasing . concern
with money which is intimately
bound up with the projected
marriages- of Natasha and
Nikolai. Sonya appears a couple
of times as an extra, but we
don’t find out about her sad,
thwarted romance with Nikolai,
whom she can’t.marry because
she hasn'tgota bean. And there
is no sign of the social and fin-
ancial elevation involved in the
planned marriages with the
Bolkonskys.

indeed, in this film version

. Nikolai Rostov never even meets. -

Princess Maria, - let: -alone

- marries her. And-that also cuts -
out the revolt of her serfs, which:

'-Vmeetmg

It isn’t only bad actmg that
reduces Pierre; the script simply
leaves out his attempts to break

' *_from the prevailing feudal ideol-

ogy. He neither joins the Free-
masons nor does he go near the
Decembrists.

Likewise, Andrei Bolkonsky’s
disgust with the stuffed uni-
forms of the Czarist army is
omitted.

Above all,
is. seeped in Russian patriotism.
The social, ‘significance of the
clash of Napoleomc France and
feudal Russia is eliminated,

-with Napoleon presented simply

as an evil foreigner who got his
come-uppance from the heroic
Russians.

And they, poor and rich, serf
and prince, are united in suffer— .

Bondarchuk’s film

ing and

sacrifice. Natasha's

dramatic gesture of humanism

(central-to_ her character and
budding - relafionship  with
Pierre) where sfie abandons the
family’s prec:ous pictures and
crockery in Moscow so that

. wounded soldiers can have the

Rostovs® carts, is reduced to
insignificance. Every privileged
Muscovite, it isimplied, was do-
ing the same thing as the
French advanced on the city.
When “Socialist Realism”
was first decreed as the style tor

_ Stalinistartin 1932, the bureau-

cracy was able to pull out the
testimonials of Marx and Engels
on the revolutionary character of
the bourgeois reallsm of their
time.

To make sure nothmg was left
that was revolutionary, the
cultural- commissars - hedged
their invention in-a dozen and
one restrictions. Their stifling

secret-police reglme must never
be ghmpsed in"the supposedly ;
'realistic’ products. ~ The
“seamy side of Soviet life” was

.never to be. shown.

And when "Socialist realism”
meets up with Tolstoy, the same
cosmetic - face-pack is slapped
down, so that we don’t even see
the “seamy -side” . of ‘Russian

feudal'autocracy either.

SOPHIA CAPLAN

From page 5 -

if they recanted...”” Then, in
1928-29, the Stalinists turned
towards a policy of break-neck
industrialisation and forced
collectivisation in the USSR;

and, in parallel, made a ‘left
turn’ internationally.
According to Stalin, the

communist parties were now
one of
upsurge and
capitalist collapse. In Britain,
it was said, ‘‘the bureau-
cracy had succeeded in consol-
idating its Influence in the
Labour Party... rendering ail
left-wing work in that body
impossible’’ (Report by J.R.
Campbell, February 1928).
The Minority -Movement
sections were turned-into sects
and sometimes into breakaway
unions. The National Left
Wing Movement was broken
up by the Party that had built
it — it was now no longer a
‘bridge’ but a ‘wall’ — and
the Party degenerated
complete sectarian stupidity,
referring to the
Labour Party as ‘social fasc-
ists’ and ‘left social fascists’.
,The policy of the Third
Period was one of ‘the chief
factors in aiding Hitler’s vict-
ory in Germany. The Comin-
tern at first continued to insist
the Stalinist policy was 100%
correct; and then, in 1935,
turned to a new line. As Dewar
puts it, “‘Unity at any Price’’.
““The party promptly executed
the right-about-turn. The

 slogan, ‘For a Soviet Britain’
gave way to the slogan, ‘For

a Labour Government’’’.

¢

What had been a right-wing,
even - a ‘‘Trotskyite-fascist’’
deviation a few months be-
fore, was now put forward .as
the new gospel according to
Dimitrov. The world was
divided not into warring class-
es or social systems, but be-

tween  the fascists and war-"-

mongers on one side and on
the other ‘‘the anti-fascists
and peace-lovers, classified

uhder the category of ‘all men-

of good will*”’,
To justlfy the switch Pollitt,

. the party’s General Secretary,

merely had to say: “‘Weof
the Communist Party of Great

‘Britain; in line:with every sect- "

ion of tho Communist Inter-
national, support 100%, and
without any roaervatlons,
everything that the Soviet
foreign
policy, because -we under-
stand that this. foreign policy is
in accord with the interests of
the international interests of

page 6

into .

left- of the.

Palme Dutt

the working class as a whole
and is helping forward to the
path of revolution’’.

” With the new line the CP
began its Unity Campaign —
for a bloc with the ILP and the
Socialist League, a left-wing
group in the Labour Party led
by Sir Stafford Cripps. The
campaign soon ended when
the Socialist eague was dis-
affiliated from the Labour
Party and dissolved itself.

The CP policy then turned
further to the right. This was
the heyday of the ‘Friends
of the Soviet Union’, the in-
tellectuals and academic pre-
tenders who would say a good
word for what Robert Boothby
MP (now Lord Boothby) term-
ed ‘‘the note of practical
realism which has been struck
In the Kremlin ever since Mr
Stalin came to power’’.

Dewar captures the atmo-
sphere well by reporting a
December 1935 Congress of
Peace and Friendship. There

~was Sidney ‘Webb' telling" the
audience that ‘‘There is no
unemployment among actors
in the USSR. You get a regular
enthusiasm for more product-
ion among the workers. They
go mad in ‘their desire and
determination to turn out more
stuff...  to work harder...
They&-cry - for

plecework®’.

May’pay 1926

Professor Blackett “‘explained

why Soviet citizens were
taking to tennis and dancing
__  ‘the ordinary baliroom
dancing’. This, he said, was
considered some people ‘to
be inconsistent with soclal-
Ism’”’. The good professor
set his audience’s minds at
rest by assuring them that
there was no inconsistency
between Bolshevism and
baliroom dancing.

Dr Maude Royden announc-
ed: ‘“We Christians see real-
ised In actual fact in Russia,
several of the most important
teachings of our, Master’.
Dr Edith Summerskill praised
the state of operating theatres
in Russia and ‘‘other speakers
delivered addresses of a like
kind on Soviet sport, Soviet
art and Soviet literature’’.

The Communist Party clear- -

ly directed itself towards the
petty bourgeoisie, the
‘‘teachers, doctors and other
professional - workers, smali
shopkeepers and traders,
small farmers and market
gardeners, civil servants and
local government officials,
scientific workers and intell-
ectuals. generally [who] can
be brought to realise that their
own interests are harmed
by the iInterests of the miil-
lonaires and the miilionaires’
National Government’’

Along with this orientation
went a-toning down of revol-
utionary language. The revol-
utionary spirit of the 1920s
had now been broken by
years of bureaucratism and

““twists-and turns in line with

Stalinist foreign policy. ‘A
resolution of the Central
Committee in September 1937
explained that ‘the dictator-
ship "of the tariat’, al-
though remaining party doct-
rine, since aﬂer all 1t -meant
no more than ‘a very broad
form of democracy for the

working people’, was not to be
referred to in the future:
‘we need to make it clear that
this issue Is not now on the
order of the day in the present
situation in Britain’’’.

‘On 28 -September 1939 it
was ‘‘all change’ once again.
After the Nazi-Soviet joint
‘Deciaration’ on the war, the
'Dally Worker announced:

*“This was is not.a war for: -

democracy . against fascism.
It is not a war for the de-
fence of peace against
aggression’’.

] But Pollitt’s pamphlet pub-
lished only a few weeks before
said it was. ‘The “pamphlet
was withdrawn,

temporarily dlsgraced and

the tine of the previous three
years -was said to be a per--

sonal quirk-of Pollitt. Now this
was the line:
fascism had been compelled
by the strength -of the Soviet
Union to retreat from Iits
anti-Soviet aims, the main
world conflict is more and
more clearly revealed between
British Imperialism, as the
principal and the most
aggressive force of world re-
action, and world socialism,
led by the Soviet Union’’.
Arguments from the Third
Period were revived. ‘‘ivor
Montagu, another of the
Party’s intellectuals, wanted
to know what the difference
was between the Labour Front
of Dr Ley [the Nazi Min-
ister of Labour] and the
Labour Party... Pursuing this
analogy, R. Page Arnot wrote
that in Germany there was the
Labourm Front, in Britain
there are the trade unions’’.
Or again, ‘‘How many further
steps have to be taken’’,
asked Page Arnot, ‘‘before the
distinction from the Labour
Frontdisappears?’’
Palme Dutt
Britain was worse than Ger-

S T A A

Pollitt _was -

‘““After German’

arguéd that -

many because ‘‘While Hitler
is holding only 90 miltion in
subjection, Britain Is holding
250 millions’’.

On 21st June 1841,
thing switched back again.-

~ @Germany had -attacked the

Soviet Union. While months
before the cleverest Party
theoreticians could find no
difference - “between.
bourgeois democracy and fase-
ism, now Stalin announced,.

.« “Our war for-the freedom of
_ our fatherland will- merge with

the struggle of the peoples of
Europe and America for their
independence, for democratic
liberttes. it will 'be a united
front of.peoples standing for
freedom and against enslave- .
ment and threats of enslave-
ment by Hitler’s - fascist-

armiles’’.

To prove their good will the -
CP vigorously supported the
Tory Sir James Grigg against

the ILP candidate Fenner
Brockway in the Cardiff East

‘by-election, and began a four

year policy of strike-breaking.
The CPGB stood four-square
behind the ‘democratic’
war effort, against strikes,
against the revoits of the sub-
ject nations, against independ-
ence of the voice of Labour.
The Communist Party had
started life bristling with a
no-nonsense anti-authorit-
arlan spirit, a rebel fire. That
fire had been put out, the -
lackey’s spirit had dominated
the party for years, and while
the line could be changed to
order, the organisation had
long become unchangeable
in its cynicism, its petty
bourgeois reformism, and its

- ability to corrupt the revolut-

lonary spirit-of those it -made- .
its own.

CP rally in Trafalgar Square, 1932

every-,

“British .



SEIZE GRUNWICKS

‘Ward's

NOW!
DEAR COMRADES,

AS FAR AS George Ward is
concerned, the Grunwick dispute
is over, says Tory MP John Gorst,
adviser during the
Grunwick strike. :

For the traitors, cowards ang

scabs who ‘lead’ the working
class movement in this country

. Grunwick is not quite over — they

are still busy hammering nails
into the coffins of the strikers.

But for. the working class the
issue cannot be over yet.

Facts have to be faced.‘ Atv

Grunwicks defeat has been
snatched from the jaws of victory
by the Trade Union leaders and
the contemptible complicity of the
Labour overnment.  George
Ward could have been swept
away by the mass action of the
working class during the summer
if mass picketing had not been
sabotaged and blacking had been

~implemented by workers in the

supply industries after the ex-
ample of the UPW members in
Cricklewood. While it is still
essential that these supplies are
blacked, the fact is that Ward’s
chums in NAFF have supplied
him with anything “he wants,
inciuding the money.to make good
his losses. The_ whole ruling
class stands .behind Ward. We
must be sure that the working
class lines up solidly behind the
Grunwick strikers.

For revolutionaries the question
is now posed — how do we stop
the collapse? Some say that nat-
jonalisation is the only answer.
This position is nothing but a
craven adaptation to the people
who have been fighting tooth

and nail against the Grunwick -

strikers: ‘‘Please,  Mr Rees,
would you, please, expropriate
George Ward and allow the work-
ers to control the factory, if you
could”’, Others have nothing more
useful than ‘Build the rank and
file movement’.

The seizure of Grunwicks by

the working class is now the only

tactic which will defeat the ruling -
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class offensive. Mass pickets must
be organised to this end, to kick
Ward and his cronies out of the
factory and defend the occupation
against the scabbing forces of the
state. Occupation is the only
way in which we can transform the
situation where Ward is sitting
on a pile of NAFF money inside
and we are standing outside.
it is the only way we can wipe
the smiles off the Tories’ faces.

Of course it will be difficult
—and illegal. It is, however, the
only answer. Occupation and
successful defence of the factory
will make ‘‘Nationalisation under
Workers’ Control’’ a reality, not a
pipe-dream. The Government
would either legalise it or face
the wrath of the mass movement
in support of it.

PETER HADLEY, JACK BAKER
Manchester.

George Ward

Unrealistic ’demagog)'

isn’t what’s need_edn

The problem of the Grunwicks disp-
ute is not lack of a tactic. The tact-
ics used by the strike committee,
of seeking mass pickets and black-
ing, have been perfectly "well-
suited,” The problem is that the
treachery of the official’ leaders of
the labour movement has been able
to deprive those tactics of the nec-
essary forces. .

Itis not within the power of the re-

" volutionary left to change that

7

. setit in metiol

through our own forces. We are not
strong enough. Trying to conceal
our weakness by inventing spurious
‘magic’ - slogans — ‘Nationalise’,
‘Build the rank and file movement’

- = does not help.

We can pledge our full support to
the strike committee in any action
they may plan. If and when we are
able to gain thie ear of forces greater
than our own, we can point out that
a re-launchin the campaign ag-
ainst George Yhard is possible, only
given a sufficiintly strong force to
. If the trade union
'uuuiés w;lil.;l SUis = va papciry
at least — support mass action to
win the dispute were gathered to-
gether in a national Grunwicks
support committee, they would re-
present a real factor in the labour
movement.

If the mass. action were set in
motion once again, if it gathered
strength, then ‘occupy Grunwicks’

- ... meight become a timely slogan. But

as a slogan now for the strikers and

supporters from the revolutionary
left, in the face of direct opposition
from the whole official labour move-
ment, it is crazy.

. Would the slogan, by giving a
perspective for new mass mobilis-
ations, help to call forth those mobil-
isations? (This, presumably, is the
comrades’ line of thought). We
don’t think so. It is too disproport-
ionate to the present reality. To
seize Grunwicks from the outside
would be an open crossing of swords
with the capitalist state in a way that
an ‘ordinary’ occupation of a fact-
ory by the workers inside it isn’t.
Such insurrectionary actions don’t
spring fully-formed from a lull in
the struggle, however energetic the
revolutionaries’ propaganda is.

Thus the slogan, ‘Occupy Grun-
wicks Now’, would be demagogic.
Instead of contributing to a clearer
picture of the real situation — which
must always be the aim of revolut-
ionaries, even when it means telling
bitter, unpleasing, unsatisfying
ituirs — it clouds It over with
rbetorical ‘calls to action’.

One other point must be made. It
is not true that *‘The whole ruling
class stands behind Ward’’. Many
more sober-minded capitalists
would have preferred APEX to win
recognition. What is true is that the
weight of the capitalist state has
been decisivgly on the side of the
*‘rights of property’’ and thus of
Ward.

ives way
- to right
wing drive

THE RIGHT wing on the nat-
ional executive of the NUM
has so far successfully led
the rearguard action to sab-
otage the unity of the NUM
and introduce area incentive
schemes.

The biggest victory in their
campaign to reverse the con-
ference decision and the de-
cision of the November 1st
ballot — in which miners
voted 110,634 to 87,901 ag-
ainst incentive schemes —
came with the reversal by the
Scottish NUM of its "hard
line” against the scheme.

Obviously the resolve of
the Scottish NUM, led by
Mick McGahey, did not
frighten the employers. Ten
days before the area backed
down to demands for an area
incentive scheme, - study
teams were sent in by the
Coal Board ‘‘to prepare the
phasing-in of the productiv-
ity schemes in the Scottish
pits”’. — .

The Financial Times echo-
ed the dismissive attitude
of the NCB: ‘‘Board offic-

‘ials are confident that they

will meet no effective re-
sistance from Mr Mick
McGahey, president of the
Scottish area of the NUM,
or from his executive, in
spite of their formal oppos-
ition to local incentive
schemes’’.

McGahey certainly ad-
mitted that the -decision
was a set-back, but then
trotted out the pretext for

Conference

TWO MONTHS ago the Kent
area of the National Union of
Mineworkers took NUM Pres-
ident Joe Gormley to court,
hoping to get an Injunction to
stop the union from carry-
ing out its ballot on incentive
schemes. It lost. The bigwigs

* upheld Gormley’s actions.

Now again the judiciary has

- backed the right wing of the

executive and has rejected the
case put by the Kent, York-
shire, Scottish and  South
Wales areas. The judgments

s justice.

oth in the first and the
second applications, the main
point put to the judges was
that under Rute 8, the NEC
administers the affairs of the
union between conferences

cl

.ar% perfect models of ruling

but cannot go against confer-

ence decisions.

On October 20th Lord Denn-
ing gave his judgment on the
first application. There was no
reason why the -executive
could not ballot the member-
ship, he said. A ballot was. not
itself against conference - de-
cisions. ' Indeed, ‘‘the ballot
was a sensible and reason-
able proposal by the NEC to
take the views by the demo-
cratic method of a secret baliot

capitulation. ‘‘We have al-
ways said that the Scottish
area would not be isolated,
nor would we see living
standards decline in relation
to miners in. other coal-
fields’’.

The pretext is very flim-
sy. All that the area has done
is increase the pressure on
those coalfields — South
Wales and Yorkshire —
which are still sticking to
their guns. Yorkshire is

to ballot its members on
whether they will support
industrial action to bring
their wages up to those of
men in the area that have

of all the workers affected. It
was a far more satisfactory
way than leaving it to the de-
legates of a conference’’.

So the ballot was held... and
the NEC lost. Still they went
ahead with their palns. This
time the judges omitted from
their rulings any mention of
how democratic a ballot would
be. Now they ruled that a
ballot’s result was in no way
binding on the NEC.

And Rule 8? Was that not
binding? Particularly as it had
been reinforced by an explicit
conference ruling in 1976. Mr
Justice Watkins summed up
the Rule admirably: ‘‘Rule 8

provided that the government .

of the union should be by con-
ference, and that in the per-
lods. between conferences the
committee should administer

nlam huslnoee and —- *
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all duties laid down for it by
rule of conference. The ruje
also said that the committee
shouid not at any time act con-
trary to, and in defiance of,
any resolution of conference’’.

Having stated all that, the
learned judge, with a piece of
cheap sleight of hand, con-

cluded: “‘The result of the -

ballot was not binding on the

THE
LNION

accepted  the
schemes.

It is difficult to estimate-
just how strong the move-
ment for area and local
schemes is. There are re-
ports that 14 Yorkshire pits
have asked the NCB to meas-
ure their output. Other fig-
ures give the number of pits
covered by local or area
schemes or due to be cover-
ed by them as 120 — one-
half of all British pits.

Many of the pits hoping
for incentive schemes are
those with very high outputs.
For instance, Solsgirth in
Clackmannanshire, = where
miners staged a week-long
strike to protest at the Scott-
ish NUM'’s stance, has one
of the highest outputs in
Scotland. .

Men at Desford in Leicest-
ershire, however, struck a
week before Christmas be-
cause productivity targets
set there were too high.
Meanwhile 33,000 Notting-
hamshire miners were the
first to ‘benefit’ from an
area scheme.

incentive

rules? Not OK, says judge

committee between confer-
ences, so Rule 8 did not
apply... ”’ Brilhant! Forgotten
were the two conference de-
cisions that the NEC was
defying, let alone the so-very-
democratic ballot. A master-
piece of British justice!

Arthur Scarﬂill commented:
‘““We think all the evidence
was overwhelminglr in our
favour. | think it is incredibie
that the ruling could have
been against us. What is now
required is an Intensive cam-
paign inside the union to en-
sure democracy at all levels.

‘“Reference was made In
the High Court on more: than
one occasion to the national
interest, and | believe this
judgment should firmly con-
vince any trade unionist that
it Is useiess hoping for lustlco
in the courts of this land’".

Quite true. But then'why did
the militant areas go to the
High Court at all? Jhe only
result is to suggest to trade
unionists — in spite of Scarg-
ill's angry reaction — that the
High Court may be a place to
find justice. It aiso su?gests to
the trade unionist that the
High Court has the right to
rule on the meaning of union
rules and thus to be the ult-
imate authority .in the affairs
of workers’ organisations.
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: I E for January 17th, and are - . .
‘ calling for as many factor- - — . , 7 |
ies as possible to strike for _ L
the day. - -

heroes

from page 1

‘attempt to get support from

other unions, and in some
towns (such as Reading and
Leicester) it was actually
rejected. And there was no
national call for solidarity
action on a specific day, but
a scattering of local efforts.
Efforts are still scattered.
The South Eastern Region-
al TUC has called a rally for
January 12th in. London.

There iS to be a lobby of

ORIKERS IN ACTION

parliament on 16th, which » ) ’ _—
is to be preceded by a -

"hunger march” of firemen ‘ T '

from Worcester to London.

Liverpool Trades Council
have called a Day of Action

Days of Action should be
organised in other areas,
without waiting for a TUC
re-call, and with a serious
effort to coordinate the
dates. And support from
other unions must be
sought energetically.

It's high time the FBU
executive started organis-
ing a proper plan of nation-
al action in support of the
firemen. If they won’t, the
rank and file should. Reg-
ular collections and mess-
ages of support are essent-
ial, but solidarity strikes
would bring a quick victory.

The armys
next scab job

NOT CONTENT with fighting it
out with the firemen, the gov-
ernment are preparing for battle
with workers in the road trans-
portindustry.

As we reported in our last '

issue, army commanders have

been instructed to draw up a list-
of all soldiers with HGV licences

so they can be brought in to
break a possible tanker drivers’
strike.

Now, it has been revealed '

that William Rodgers, the Sec-

retary for Transport, has urged.’

the Road Haulage Association
(the transport employers’ org-
anisation) to set up a fighting
fund, to help them beat strikes

against the 10% limit. Given the -

fragmented state of the industry
this ceuld be a powerful weapon
for the bosses; especially in the
less well organised areas where
negotiations are often on a
company-by-company basis.

On top of this Sir Dan Pettit,
the chairman of the state-owned
National Freight Corporation,
has been told not to pay over
10% and warned that he will be
sacked ifhe does. The Corporat-
ion is a major force in road
transport with subsidiaries that
include British Road Services,
National Carriers, Pickfords and
Roadline UK. .

SIMON TEMPLE

Will Swan
Hunter’s bluff

misfire

OUTFITTERS at Swan Hunter
shipyards, Tyneside, - and
their union officials, are meet-
ing management for new talks
on January 3rd. The Central
Arbitration Committee, on
21st December, made a re-
commendation which goes a
long way towards the out-
fitters' claim for parity with
the boilermakers: £5.40 in-
crease, which ieaves them still
£2.87 behind the boiler-
makers.

If the outfitters: find this
sufficient to end their over-
time ban, then the question
will be whether British Ship-
builders and Swan Hunters
will remove their threat to
reallocate the seven Polish
ship orders assigned to Swan
Hunter and to sack 700 work-
ers.

Four nitt nf == .cayven orders
have not yet been reallocated,
and it looks as if the shipyard
bosses have no real intention
of taking them away from
Swan Hunter. |If the bosses
go ahead with the sackings,
then the real meaning behind
the whole affair will be clear:
an attempt to push through
sackings while putting the
blame for them on workers
fighting for their rights. .

Meanwhile there is a hitch

with the two orders trans-
ferred. from Swan Hunters to
Smiths Dock, Teesside. Ab-
out 70 middle managers at
Smiths Dock nave imposed an
overtime ban in protest ag-
ainst British  Shipbuilders’
refusal to recognise their
union. They have withdrawn
their signature from the
pledge of full cooperation to
meet target dates which
Smiths Dock demanded
from ali their employees for
the Polish order.

]

ON November 23rd the TUC
General Council decided ag-
ainst any action to support
the Grunwick strikers; and
on December 14th the House
of Lords, in the final appeal
to law over the ACAS re-

commendation to recognise-
" the union at Grunwicks, de-

clared the recommendation
was invalid.

But — having got _away
with so much — neither
George Ward nor the trade
union bureaucracy left the
matter there. The Union of
Post Office Workers has
imposed fines totalling

£1,400 on unian officers in-
volved in the blacking of
Grunwicks mail. London dis-

. trict council organisers John

Taylor and Derek Walsh are
fined £500 and £300, other
members of the district
council have been penalis-
ed, and two officers of the
Cricklewood branch have
been fined £50 each.

The reason given was that
the blacking was in breach of
the union rule-book. But the
UPW leadership’s actions
have been in breach of the
most elementary principles
of ‘working-class solidarity

for which the union was
founded!

Brent Trades Council
secretary Jack Dromey has

said that a fund may be set.

up to pay the fines. .
Meanwhile Grunwick boss

George Ward is still pursu-

ing his anti-union batfle

" through the courts. Just be-

fore Christmas he had solic-
itors’ letters sent out to
various journals and organ-
isations -demanding they
retract statements about the
dispute. The charity War on
Want was one of those
involved.

Students have lost ground to make L.p

LASTDECEMBER’s National Un-
ion of Students conference was
the most bitter for ten years. The
struggle by the left to transform
the union into a fighting body
capable of mobilising mass action
had a real setback.

The Communist Party and the
Broad Left have been in control
of the Executive for the past
few years. Under strong chall-
enge from the. revolutionary left,
they have shifted to the right,
allying with the Federation of
Conservative Students. This year
the Broad Left/Tory alliance was
open and shameiess, and the re-
sult was several narrow major-
ities for anti-working class -and
reactionary policies. The Tory
students celebrated this dirty
deal with badges showing Sue
Slipman and Pete Ashby (NUS
President and Executive member,
both Communist Party members)
with the caption "“We're Tories
Too'". '

A two-year old NUS policy of
banning racist and fascist speak-
ers in colleges was reversed by a

.Tory/Broad Left alliance. Al-

though the motion talked of the
need to oppose racism and fasc-
ism, it clears the way for fascist
groups like the National Front to
campaign openly, especially in
colleges where the left is not
strongly organised to oppose
them. This is. an attack on the
democratic rights of not only Jew-
ish, black, and overseas students,
but all students.

Secondly, ‘a most serious de-
feat for all students came in the
debate over student union auto-

nomy. This long-standing issue in
the student thovement has deep
implications: should the NUS con-

* tinue with the status of a public

charity, and be accountable fin-

.ancially to the government and

‘‘the public’’, or should it be a
fighting trade-union type organ-
isation. The  Broad- Left points
out the financial advantages of
being a public charity, and argues
that any use of union funds to
aid non-student causes or any

‘other activity .contravening its

status as a public charity will put
the union into financial difficulty.

The revolutionary left have

always argued for unions to be
free from interference by college
authorities and the government,
and student unions have often -
given financial and organisational
aid tostriking workers.
i This year, in the midst of the
firemen's strike, the executive
steered through a metion to for-
bid unions to donate their funds
to non-student causes. So any
student unions giving funds to the
firemen stand alone to take the
legal consequences, without the
support of the national union.
Some Broad Left supporters voted
with the revolutionary left on this
question, reducing the Execut-
ive's majority to a mere dozen.

The third major debate at con-

" ference was on Zionism. In some

union students had proposed to
ban pro-Israeli student. societies,

Taking up NUS policy of banning
racists, they asserted that Zion-

ism wasa form of racism.
Most of the revolutionary left

Bookshop attacked again

ON the Tuesday night after
Christmas the effices of Ealing
Community Relations Commiss-
ion and Bogle L'Ouverture, a

A A

tocar olack bookshop, were van-

- dalised by racists. In the case of

Bogle L'Ouverture, this was the
fourth attack in fess than a year.

The attackers leit behind a
copy of a paper called THE
QRUSADER, subtitled “Voice of
the White Majority”, which is
the organ of a_US organisation
called "Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan”. The last time the book-
shop was attacked, slogans and

leaflets advertising the KKK
and the National Party were left
at the scenae.
Following a spate of such
attacks in the Autumn of last
year, a number of black book-
shops in London formed a
liaison committee to combat the
indifference of the police and
the Home Office when it comes
to hunting racist vandais. The
Book Branch of the National
Union of Journalists has also
adopted a policy of pressing
publishers to extend credit facil-
ities to bookshops which lose
stock as a result of racist attack.

and Arab students opposed these
attempts to ban Zionist societies.
Zionism is indeed racist, but it
does not follow that a Jewish
student in Britain who sympath-
ises with Israel is a hard-core
racist who can’t be reasoned with!
However, the Broad Left took ad-
vantage of this issue

Against a resolution ‘'that
the. State of Israel is a racist state
founded on the expuision of a
group of people who are defined
racially and who are discrimin-
ated against inside Isfael — the
Palestinian Arabs’’, the executive
pushed through a resolution say-
ing that ‘'‘Both the Palestinians
and the Jews have a right to nat:
ional self-determination’’ and that

Zionism means national seif-

determination for the Jews and

should not be equated with rac-

- jalism”’.

For overseas student, confer-

__ence was unsatisfactery because

it hardly discussed the question
of fees, quetas, and the new
definition-of *‘specified student’’,
which will include even more
students in the  restrictive

~ quetas of about 10%. The Broad

Left’s record of verbal oppasition
to racialism. but failure to coord-
inate and lead effective struggle
during last year’s wave of occup-
ations, bodes ill for these new
victims of the Labour govern-
ment’s policies.

In the coming months, left
wing students will need to
campaign vigorously to make up

- the ground lost at this conference.

CHEUNG SIUMING

‘Call the
NEC to
order’- Allaun

LABOUR MP and NEC memb-
er Frank Allaun has calied on
constituency parties to pass
resolutions protesting at the
NEC’s shelving of the  ‘re-
selection of MPs’ issue.

A motion calling for MPs to
be automatically subject to
re-selection between general
elections was more widely
supported at the October Party
conference than any motion
since the days of the nuclear
disarmament campaign in the
early 1960s. The NEC put off
debate on this motion, promis-
ing that they would prepare a
constitutional amendment
on this issue for the 1978
conference. :

‘Now the NEC*has ‘passed.

the buck’ to a ‘working party’,
saying tha{ no NEC can be
bound by the previous NEC's
decisions! Behind the 14-11
decision at the December NEC
were many of the trade union
representatives, unhappy
about having their sponsored
MPs subject to more demo-
cratic control by Labour
activists.

Published by Workers® Action, 49
Carnac St, London SE27. Printe4 by
Azad (TU), 21 York Way, N1. Reg-
istered as a newspaper at the GPO.

R . R




